BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH

Enestine C. Allen

James Combs Allen

Minerva Bedford

Maya Angelou

Bill Coleman

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crooks

THE
TIME
IS
ALWAYS
RIGHT
TO
DO
WHAT IS RIGHT
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Donna Hazard

Minnie Jewitt Hitch

Mae Street Kidd

Railroad Depot

Chief Reed

Harriet Litton Rice

WE SHALL
OVERCOME

7th Street Christian Church

Jim Tucker

Edward Hurst Williams

IF WE STAND TALL, IT IS
BECAUSE WE STAND
ON THE SHOULDERS OF
MANY ANCESTORS
African Proverb

AEnslaved Familyg

Who Are They?
P. 2: Enestine C. Allen served as a president of the Phyllis Wheatley Charity Club of Paris, Ky and
Vicinity and also as State Treasurer of the KY Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, Inc. Their motto
was “Lifting As We Climb.” A noted caterer who was famous for her rolls , she served the likes of Prince
Phillip of England and other dignitaries. Her dream of becoming a registered nurse was thwarted
because of the Jim Crow laws which forbade African Americans for participating in clinical training
locally. Widowed at a young age, she raised five children to successful adulthood.
P. 3: Dr. James Combs Allen (1932-1995)was a member of the 1950 Western High School Basketball
team, which was the tallest team in the nation bar none. Standing at 6’7” he and Harlem Globetrotter
J.D. Tucker were the tallest players. Jim went on to become the youngest member of the 1956
graduating class of the Tuskegee School of Veterinary Medicine, graduating with distinction. For
many years Dr. Allen was the only African American veterinarian in the state of Kentucky. His
specialty was large animals. He opened the first privately African American owned veterinary clinic
in Kentucky.
P. 4: Minerva Bedford was born in 1886 in Ruckerville, Bourbon County to Alfred and Bettie Bedford.
Her father had served in the U.S.Colored Heavy Artillery and Colored Infantry during the final months
of the Civil War. She was attending Berea College and studying to become a teacher in 1904 when the
Day Law was enacted, forbidding integrated education. While she did not graduate from Berea, they
awarded her a teaching certificate. She began teaching in Paris at Paris Western High School,
eventually retiring in 1958 at age 72, just a few years before schools were integrated in Bourbon
County. She would live another 40 years and passed away at age 112 in 1998. Though she never
married, she did adopt a daughter, Irene Fisher.
P. 6: William Johnson Coleman (August 4, 1904 in Paris, KY– August 24, 1981) was an American jazz
trumpeter. His family moved to Cincinnati where he began his professional musical career. He moved
to France in 1948 due to racial segregation in the United States and spent the rest of his life there. He
traveled and performed in clubs and concerts all over Europe. In 1981, his autobiography, entitled
"Trumpet Story" was published. Another version of the book was called "From Paris (KY) to Paris
(France), With My Trumpet Under My Arm".
P. 7: William Robert Crooks, also known as “Buck”, was the husband of Lillie Mae Williams Crooks and
a son of Sam and Lucy Crooks, originally from Montgomery County, KY. The family was living in
Bourbon County, working as farm laborers when he returned from WWII. He was among a group of
young African American veterans sent to UK to study agriculture and worked on the Farm while also
helping his brothers raise their own tobacco crop. His wife, Lillie Mae taught 2nd grade at the now
defunct Western school. They had no children but took in three children from the family and raised
them to adulthood. He served as a deacon and trustee at the Zion Baptist Church until moving to
Dayton, Ohio with his new wife after becoming a widow.

P. 9: Donna Hazard was the first woman from Bourbon County to attend the U.S. Naval
Academy. She attended from 1978-1982 and graduated as an officer. Donna graduated
from Paris High School. Donna and her mother, Nanna, integrated Southside Elementary
School in Paris, as teacher and daughter.
P.10: Minnie Jewitt Hitch (Mebane), was the president of the National Congress of Colored
Parents and Teachers, 1964 –1967. Her administration theme was “Aspiring for One World”
and, in 1966, the PTA and NCCPT began formal talks about unification.
P. 11: Mae Street Kidd was born in Millersburg in 1904. She was a businesswoman, civic
leader, and politician. Her gender and inter-racial background make her accomplishments
more notable. She had a distinguished career in public relations, served in the Red Cross
during World War II, was a member of the Kentucky House of Representatives from 1968 to
1984. She was instrumental in passing HB 27, which created the Kentucky House Corporation.
KHC promotes and finances low-income housing in Kentucky. Ms. Kidd died in 1999.
P.12: The Paris, KY Train Depot was built in 1882. At the height of its use, it was the
transportation center for the city. Goods, horses, salesmen, commuters to Lexington, and
celebrities all arrived and departed by train. During segregation, two separate ticket
windows and waiting rooms (located in the middle of the building) were constructed—one
set for whites and one for African-Americans.
P. 13: Chief Reed, (William B. Reed, 1904-1996) graduated from Kentucky State University.
He was the last principal of Paris Western High School. After the Paris school system was
integrated, he became the first Assistant Principal of the Paris City School system. While at
Western High School, he coached the basketball team to a national title in 1953. He was the
first African-American to be elected to the Paris City Council. Chief Reed Park is named
after him.
P. 14: Harriet Litton Rice, born 1863, in Paris. Daughter of Lawson Lytton and Hanna
Breckinridge. She married Maurice (Morris) Rice, 1855-1935 and raised ten children.
Morris was born to an enslaved woman, named Hannah, and son of the slave owner, last
name of Thomas in Jefferson County, KY. After the Civil War, Thomas’ house was burned and
Morris was told to flee and not use the last name of Thomas. Shortly thereafter, he applied for
a restaurant job. When asked his name, Morris panicked and then saw a man eating a bowl
of rice and told the restaurant owner his name was Morris Rice.

P. 15: 7th Street Christian Church, built in 1867, represents the post-Civil War transition of the black
church. After the Civil War, former enslaved people moved to towns and cities and most switched their
membership from white to black congregations. Black churches became the center of segregated
communities, providing valuable spiritual, emotional, and physical support to the congregates.
P. 17: Jim Tucker was born in 1932 in Paris. He attended Duquesne University where he played college
basketball. A 6'7" power forward, Tucker played three seasons (1954–1957) in the NBA as a member of
the Syracuse Nationals team. Tucker and his teammate Earl Loyd were the first African Americans to play
on a NBA championship team. In 2018, a short documentary titled "Let 'Em Know You're There" told the
story of Jim's professional basketball career and eventual battle with Alzheimer's Disease. Tucker died on
May 14, 2020.
P: 18: Edward Hurst Williams, professional horse trainer from Bourbon County, KY. He was married to
Henrietta (Rice) Williams, daughter of Morris Rice and Harriet Litton Rice. Williams has
been recognized through the American Saddlebred Museum in Lexington, KY.
P. 19: Western Mascot (poster created in 1988). Organized in the 1870s, Paris Western was the city
colored school for more than 80 years. The Western High School opened in 1888 as more Black students
enrolled in school. The Western School served all grades until 1963 when the high school was
desegregated. All city schools were desegregated by 1970. The building was eventually torn down in the
1970s. Paris Western served as a focal point of the community with a record of excellence in academics
and sports. Their colors were blue and white and they were the Western Tigers. They gained national
attention when the basketball team won the 22nd National Basketball Tournament for Black High
Schools in 1953 led by William Reed.

